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Carers Week 2009

Carers Week is just around the corner,
starting on 18 October this year. Car-
ers Week is a time to celebrate and acknowl-
edge the vital role carers play in our society.
The week promotes and raises awareness of
the valuable role that carers play in our com-
munity and generates discussion about carer
issues.

This year’s theme is “... Anyone, anytime
across Australia can be a carer” which recog-
nises carers come from all walks of life and
have many different experiences.

Centrelink is proud to support Carers
Week each year. Centrelink offices through-
out Australia will be involved in a range of
activities in conjunction with local carer or-
ganisations to celebrate Carers Week in Oc-
tober.

With the spotlight on Carers Week it is al-
so a good time to highlight the support Cen-
trelink provides to carers.

® Carer Payment — This is an income sup-
port payment for people who, because of the
demands of their caring role, are unable to
support themselves through substantial paid

employment. It is a fortnightly payment and
the amount received will depend on the per-
son’s income and assets tests.

® A Pensioner Concession Card is also
available with this payment.

® Carer Allowance — This is a supplemen-
tary payment available to parents or carers
who provide daily care and attention for
adults and children with a physical, intellec-
tual or psychiatric disability or someone who
is frail aged.

Carer Allowance is not income tested and
may be paid on top of wages or income support
payments such as Carer Payment or Age Pen-
sion.

To find out more information about the
payments and services available to Carers
you can speak to Centrelink in your language
by calling 13 1202. You can also visit your lo-
cal Centrelink Customer Service Centre to
see what activities they have planned to cele-
brate Carers Week.

Some information in your language may
also be available under the heading, “We S-
peak Your Language” on the Centrelink
website at www.centrelink.gov.au

Mother’s cancer spread
to baby in the womb

SCIENTISTS have estab-
lished beyond doubt that can-
cer can be transmitted from
mother to baby in the womb,
but Australian women have
been told the incidence is
“extraordinarily rare” and no
cause for alarm.

The discovery was made by
scientists in Britain when a
baby developed cancer a few
months after her mother died
from leukaemia.

The girl, born to a Japanese
woman, 28, developed lym-
phoma, but a team at the In-
stitute of Cancer Research, a
college of the University of
London, found that
leukaemia cells had crossed
the placenta and spread from
the mother to her unborn ba-
by, defying accepted theories
of biology.

The scientific adviser to
Cancer Council Australia,
Nik Zeps, said yesterday that
there had been anecdotal evi-
dence for more than 100
years that cancer could
spread from mother to baby,
but this case gave scientists
the first hard evidence that
the phenomenon existed.

“We need to stress that it is
very rare, extraordinarily
rare, for a pregnant woman
to contract cancer and addi-
tionally rare for that to ever
be passed on to an infant, but
the most interesting part of
this case for researchers is
how the cells escaped the ba-
by’s immune system,” Dr
Zeps said.

Publishing their findings in

the Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences,
researchers said about 17 cas-
es of suspected mother-to-
child transmission had been
noted throughout the world -

usually leukaemia or
melanoma - although Dr
Zeps said he was unaware of
any cases in Australia.

If the cells crossed the pla-
cental barrier the baby’s im-
mune system should have
recognised them as foreign
invaders and destroyed them.

In the latest case no one
knew the mother had cancer
during her pregnancy. She
had a normal delivery in hos-
pital, giving birth to an appar-
ently healthy baby girl. But a
month later the mother was
diagnosed with advanced
leukaemia and died.

When the baby was 11
months old she was taken to
hospital with a swollen right
cheek. Tests showed she had
a tumour in her jaw and the
cancer had spread to her
lungs. Researchers then
found the cancer cells of
mother and baby carried the

identical mutated cancer
gene, called BCR-ABLI, but
the infant had not inherited
this gene. This meant that the
cells must have come from
the mother.

Scientists then looked for
evidence of some form of im-
munological acceptance or
tolerance of the foreign cells
by the foetus.

They examined the genes
of the cancer cells in the in-
fant and found a deletion
mutation - some DNA miss-
ing in the region that controls
expression of the major histo-
compatibility locus. This was
significant because HLA
molecules primarily distin-
guish one individual, and his
or her cells, from another, so
the absence of these on the
cancer cells meant the in-
fant’s immune system would
not have recognised that they
were foreign.

“Hopefully, this case will
now open up new avenues of
research into how targeting
immune systems can prevent
or treat cancer,” Dr Zeps
said.
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Mépa and m xapa nou Ba dnuoupynoel i {eoTn napouaia Twv
MAPEUPIOKOPEVWY 0'auTh TV EEXwMOTT Bpadid yia T Auoiknarn ka
Ta pen tou Dpikou Kprmikne Napadoonc yepidel dhouc pe ialtepn

UTIEEMPAVEID TO YEYOVOS OTL Mapwy Ba eivon yia Tpim gopd
NpogkexANUEVOS Tou £V Adyw popea o efgipetog Kpnmikog KaAAmeyme
AnprTpne Ixouhdc.

0 gepvoc KOMATEXVTIC TIOU JE TNV KPUOTAAAVT @@V TOU KOl T0

duvagiko tou naifwo oTo AQoUTO EXEL OUPUETATYEL OTIC SIOKOYDOPIKES

EPYOOIES TWV PEYAAUTERWY Aupapndwy e Kpmme Kal £X&1 katatayel
Kl EKEIVOC OTOUC HEYAAOUC TNC KPNTIKAC UOUOIKAC.

Eival oiyoupo 0m B pog PETAPEPE! Kat NAkl OTOUC YWPILOUS XBpoucg,
0 LEPN TIOU QgTioauE Miow Jac np angd ¥povia Kot JETOVAoTEUOaUE
oty adhn axpn 1ou KGopou.
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0 MixaAne NMhatoppayoc Gev ypeidletal ouotdoers. Exel kataéuwbel amy
napowkia ko kAGBe avagpopd ato Ovopa Tou Elval kau Waltepn in.

0 Avtwvne Netpaviwvdkne £xel apnoen 1o Hikd tou atiypa ota pouoikad
Spwpeva Mg napowkiog pag Je v Aipa akhd kal my kuBdpa tou.
Ehdre va nepdaooupe ohot pall wa unépoyn EAAnvikA Bpaba
nou Ba Bupiler mohd EANAAA!

EIZ0OADZ pe goyno $ 50, To notd Ba mpopnBeUeoTe and o gnap
o€ ouykatapatkee npeg!

(i@ 10 JEAT TOU XOPEUTIKOU QUYKPOTINATOS Kal nadia katw Twv 12
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Anoxtniots 1o s1bind pabidgpwvo
yia va Banfexie tnv EAfada oo
onin oag. AKovie kai 1ovg 7 -
ehbnvikots ortabpodg novw .
EKNEpMOVVY OINV pnrponofimikn .
nepipépera tov Lobvei.
Mabérovpe padidogpuwvo yia 1o ssl
onin oag ka1 s1fixkn ovokevn
Yid 10 aUIOKIVATO.

Mnv apefeite va ENIKOIVIOVEIOTE
pazi pag. Lag 1o pEpvovpe Kal
OT0 OmiTl OOg.
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